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Mission
Los Angeles has a crippling housing crisis. The lack of affordability
and the number of unhoused people sleeping in the streets every
night (60,000 people across Los Angeles County) are a direct
result of the fact that there are simply not enough homes in Los
Angeles. Rising rents bankrupt families, forcing them out of their
homes. Housing is scarce near major job centers, pushing people
into their cars, creating unbearable traffic and worsening climate
change. The solution seems simple: build more homes all across
Los Angeles. But the zoning laws in Los Angeles and much of
California have restricted home building. Abundant Housing LA is
a group of over 2,500 pro-housing Angelenos who passionately
care about these interconnected issues. Our solution is to educate
and advocate for homes for everyone.

Letter from Leonora
2019 was a record year for AHLA. Not only was this our first year
as a funded organization with a staff member, and our first year
with supporting members, but we also achieved our biggest
housing victory yet.
People told us that it was impossible, but because of the work
and advocacy from Abundant Housing LA, the Southern california
Association of Governments switched to the Coastal Plan for the
Regional Housing Needs Assessment at the last possible minute.
What this means is that SoCal cities MUST plan for over 1.3 million
units of housing in high-cost locations near jobs and transit. On
November 7th, the political culture around housing in L.A. changed
when a historic showing of L.A. electeds openly supported more
housing density, and opposed sprawl.
The exciting news is that AHLA is entering a new phase of growth
and will be hiring three additional staff members for 2020. If we
were able to achieve the Coastal Plan with only one staff
member, imagine what we will be able to do with four!
All of this is thanks to our supporting members, donors, and the
volunteers that make AHLA the pro-housing movement that it is.
The people that make up AHLA are truly special, and I know that
we will continue to do great things.
Thank you to everyone who is a part of AHLA!

Leonora

Policy Agenda
In 2019, AHLA released our Policy Agenda, containing a holistic
vision for increased housing supply, tenant protections, affordable
housing, and more innovation.
Here are some highlights:
Jurisdictions in L.A. County should set their zoned capacity to at least 50 percent above their
projected 2040 population.
Set minimum density on all residential-zoned lots to allow at least 4 homes, or at least 6 if 1 is
deed-restricted affordable, so as to allow small multi-family housing.
Make more residential and mixed-use developments “by-right.”
Improve public outreach and public comment methods for planning and housing policy making and
development application decisions.
Support repeal or reform of Prop 13 to promote fairness and raise funds, some of which can go to
affordable homes.
Provide all tenants facing eviction with the right to counsel

Coastal Plan Achieved
We did it! Over 1.3 million homes coming to SoCal, concentrated
in coastal, job-rich cities.
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Successfully advocated for SB 330, both in-person and
with over 80 letters submitted, which was supported by all
LA County Assemblymembers.
Joined the Housing Now! Coalition in successfully
advocating for AB 1482
Successfully advocated for the proposed Esperanza
shelter in Whittier, where the City Council unanimously
voted to go forward with the feasibility study.
Successfully helped start and support a local YIMBY
organization in Whittier (Homes for Whittier), which is
engaged in both local and state-level advocacy, and has
already met with Senator Hertzberg.
Successfully supported many housing projects, including:
Montecito II and Firmin Court, Space Bank
Project,Thatcher Yard, and La Terra Burbank
Condemned LA City Council decision to ban car camping
Supported 12-month Rent Freeze in Culver City

Growth

Join our growing membership!
abundanthousingla.org/membership/
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Priorities for 2020
Increase educational outreach on the
benefits of more housing

Advocate for aggressive and data-driven
upzoning, plus streamlining and funding
for affordable housing, as L.A. County
cities update their housing elements
Achieve high density in community plan
updates and the Purple Line Transit
Neighborhood Plan

Support the FAIR LA Plan - a RHNA
distribution for the City of L.A. that
equitably increases density

Priorities for 2020
continued

Achieve better representation in
community input processes at every level
Advocate for pro-housing state legislationSB 50 and Split Roll
Support pro-housing local ballot measures
Build committees of pro-housing leaders
throughout L.A. County
Expand the size and capacity of AHLA,
including hiring three additional staff
Increase our base of supporting members
and volunteers
Expand local advocacy around policies
and housing projects

